THE PHILIPS FAMILY OF THE PARK, PRESTWICH.
An album compiled and described by Ian Pringle 2009

SIMPLEX MUNDITIS - “PLAIN AND NEAT”
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INTRODUCTION
The opportunity to compile this pictorial record of Philip’s Park arose when Chris Wilkinson, Senior Planner at
Bury Council, suggested that a revised history of the park would be helpful to the Council’s bid to the Heritage
Lottery Fund.

I am grateful to Angela and Barry Corbett for their technical mastery of computers in compiling this document; Sarah Gremson for her diligent research into Wills and deeds; Susan McCormack at the National Trust,
Wallington, for her interest in the ‘Manchester connection’ and for providing two fine images; staff at Bury Art
Gallery, Museum and Archive Services for access to all the Philips’ family material in their care.

Front cover: The Philips Coat of Arms on the obelisk at Welcombe, Stratford-upon-Avon.
Image Copyright David Stowell. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic License.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.

NB. There are certain differences in the armorial bearings shown on the front cover and those shown on page 9.
The earlier bearings, dated 1870, include three symbolic park gates.

© Ian Pringle.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior consent of Ian Pringle.
Design layout and printing by A. & B. Corbett
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1. Drawing of the South Front of The Park by Hester Philips, July 1819 (BAS). The earliest known description
of the house built for Robert Philips in the early 19C. Of particular interest in showing the extent of the garden
behind its post and chain fence, with plants growing against the house named as Acacia, Hops and Jessamine.
The ground floor rooms are identified as the Breakfast Room, Drawing Room, and Dining Room. Above the
Dining Room is the Twins’ Closet, with the room of their governess, Miss Read, in the East Wing. Robert and
his wife, Anne Needham, had nine children including twin daughters, Elizabeth and Jessy.

2. Photograph of Monument on West path, early 20C (BAGM).
The monument is shown with its original inscription and urn finial.
3. Photograph of Monument on West Path by Thomas Baddeley,
1944 (MCL). The monument was turned round and the inscription
re-cut. Elizabeth and Jessy Philips were born in 1808 and died in
1824. “To the sweetest sisters snatched away by a premature death
the surviving sisters have placed this here. Farewell.”
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4. Drawing of the Warehouse
of J. & N. Philips & Co. Ltd.,
Church Street, Manchester.
Built in 1826 and greatly
enlarged, the warehouse became
the centre for a worldwide
trade in ‘Manchester Goods’.
It was demolished, following
a takeover by Great Universal
Stores in the 1950s, and
replaced by the present multistorey car park.

5. Engraving of Mark Philips by S.W. Reynolds
(BAGM). Engraved after the painting of Mark
Philips that formerly hung in the Dining Room at
The Park. Mark Philips (1800-1873) was elected
M.P. for Manchester following the 1832 Reform
Act. He was active in campaigning for public parks
in industrial Manchester. Philips Park, Bradford, is
named after him.

6. Portrait bust of Mark Philips by Patric Park,
1855 (Manchester Town Hall). This marble bust
was bequeathed to the Lord Mayor of Manchester
by Miss A.M. Philips in 1946, and formerly stood
in the entrance hall at The Park. Patric Park had
been commissioned by Robert Needham Philips
in 1853 to carve a portrait group of his daughters,
Caroline and Margaret. (See photos 17, 70 and 80).
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7. Drawing of Outwood Lodge by
Graystone Bird, Bath, 1871. This mansion
was designed for Mark Philips by Thomas
Johnson of Lichfield and built in 1833 on
a hilltop facing North within the grounds
of The Park. It was demolished in the
late 19C and fragments used to build the
current North Lodge.

8. Photograph of section of balustrade,
1976. This feature can clearly be seen
in the 1871 drawing and was placed as a
memento of Outwood Lodge.

9. Photograph of The Heath House, Tean,
Staffordshire, 1986. The Heath House
was built for John Burton Philips by
Thomas Johnson of Lichfield, 1836-40,
and survives remarkably intact. Johnson
also designed Norcliffe Hall at Styal
for Robert Hyde Greg, who was Robert
Philips’ son-in-law.
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10. Detail of a Plan of the Hamlet of Outwood
in the Township of Pilkington (BAS). The Plan
dates from before the building of Outwood
Lodge in 1833. It shows the outline of The
Park mansion as built for Robert Philips.
The Quadrangle and outbuildings are clearly
shown, with the carriage drive from the East
Lodge at OxGap cutting across the drive from
the North to the house. The formal gardens
did not then extend up the slope to the North,
but consisted of a lawn with flowerbeds and
a circular feature, walkways and a pond. The
building shown where the Conservatory now
stands might have been the house present on
the site when Robert Philips purchased the
estate in 1798. Behind it is a structure set into
the banking, which was used to force early
vegetables. The circular feature in the lawn,
a sloping mound (with an ancient holly now
growing out of it) may have originated as a
viewing platform or stand in the time of the
Pilkington Deer Park.

11. Silhouette portrait of Robert
Philips (1760-1844) (BAGM).
Silhouettes were cut from paper to
give a spontaneous likeness of the
profile of the subject.

12. The West Lodge, The Park (BAS). The millpond in front of the
Lodge supplied the Molyneux Bleach Works. Miss Philips’ last Head
Gardener, Henry Jackson, lived here with wife and 6 children until
they moved to Outwood Cottage in 1920. Mr. Jackson retired in 1948
after 64 years service to the Philips family.
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13. Watercolour drawing of
the Drawing Room, The Park,
attributed to Margaret Philips
(BAGM). Tania Rose (Margaret
Philips’ granddaughter) wrote in
1996: “The drawing room ran the
whole length of the house. It was
pretty awful, I think. It had two
bad pictures of the Italian Lakes.
I have got a watercolour that my
grandmother did of it. It had midVictorian furniture and too much.”
Mirrors fitted to either side of
the window looking out onto the
back lawn reflected light from
one end to the other of a double
room, each compartment fitted
with a chandelier and furnished in
a mix of Georgian, Regency and
Victorian styles.
14. Photograph of the Front Drawing
Room, The Park, 20C (BAGM). The layout of furnishings and pictures identifiable
from the earlier watercolour. The large
painting on the wall behind the sofa and
cabinets was bequeathed by Miss Philips
in 1946 to the Corporation of Manchester. This oil painting, ‘Lago Maggiore’ by
J.B. Pyne, was not accepted by Manchester and its whereabouts is not known.
15. Photograph of the Library,
The Park, 20C (BAGM). Robert
Philips ordered from Gillows
of Lancaster several pieces of
furniture prior to his marriage
to Anne Needham on 2 August,
1798. He purchased a wardrobe,
a library bookcase, a mahogany
sideboard, a set of dining tables,
a writing table and bookshelf and
a mahogany dining room chair.
Tania Rose recalled: “The library
was connected with the front hall
by a very dark corridor, which
was lined with huge and most
intimidating ceremonial lances.”
These lances had been presented to
Robert Needham Philips following
his term of Office as High Sheriff of Lancaster, and were bequeathed by Miss Philips to the Lord Mayor of
Manchester. They are untraced. The middle painting to the right of the library door is ‘Lady with a Fan’ by the
Dutch painter, H. Bol, and was bequeathed by Miss Philips to the National Gallery.
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16. Photograph of the Gold Room Bed,
The Park, 20C (BAGM). Named for the
gilt bronze mounts to the canopied bed
and other furnishings, which were bought
in Paris by Mark Philips. The wallpaper
is a William Morris pattern, of which a
fragment was found stuck to plaster during
the archaeological excavation of the house
site in 2008.

17. Photograph of the Back
Drawing Room, The Park, 20C
(BAGM). Tania Rose recalled:
“It had a statue of Aunt Caroline
and my grandmother... But the
best thing was a Broadwood grand
piano, which she kept very well
tuned. I sat in the drawing room
and played the piano with her (Miss
Philips).” A large mirror reflected
light from the window in the front
drawing room through the double
doors. A letter written by Mrs.
Gaskell in March, 1852, describes
the crowded social activity that
took place in the rooms of The
Park: “Friday evening we took
Hannah to The Park dance. A large
house with very small rooms but
any number of them. There were nearly 300 there. There was a crush & crowd into supper. Mrs. Schwabe and I
tried three times before we got in; it was such a little room. The hosts were two Mr. Philips- very kind & good
natured not very gentlemanly- we came home about 3.” It would seem that the cream of Manchester society
was there as Mrs. Gaskell noted: “Rathebones, Caton and Norcliffe Gregs, Murrays... Potters (the fat Sir John),
Fairbairns...”
18. Photograph of Statue and Panels in the Hall, The
Park, 20C (BAGM). Tania Rose recalled the inner
hall: “It was a big hall and had two huge statues in
it. One a sort of Greek type with a toga and the other
an Italian type with a sort of headdress... Uncle Bob
(W.R. Price), who inherited the house in 1946, said
he could never find anyone who would take them
off his hands and he feared when the house was
demolished they made a hole in the floor and they
dropped down and they might still be excavatable.”
Miss Philips bequeathed ‘both the large statues now
standing in the Inner Hall at The Park’ to Manchester
Corporation. The statues were not accepted, nor were
they revealed during the excavation in 2008.
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19. Photograph of ‘The
Trossachs’ by Copley Fielding
in the Drawing Room, The Park,
20C (BAGM). Bequeathed by
Miss Philips to Manchester
Corporation, along with two
other watercolours from the
drawing room; ‘Dinan’ by W.
Callow and ‘Gordale Scar’
by G.A. Fripp. All three
paintings are in the collection
of Manchester Art Gallery.

20. Photograph of The Dales,
Stand. Nathaniel Philips III
(1726-1808) bought this house
in its large garden c.1780,
retaining his family home at 10
St. James’ Square, Manchester,
as his town house. The Dales
was converted in 1904 to the
Stand Golf Club House and a
9-hole course laid out across
the grounds.

21. Photograph of Sedgley Hall,
Prestwich, late 19C. Thomas
Philips (1728-1811), Robert
Philips’ father, purchased 98
acres of land in 1785, and
had Sedgley Hall built within
its park. His son, Sir George
Philips, often entertained the
celebrated wit and cleric,
Sydney Smith, who wrote from
Sedgley in 1820: “Everything
here is prosperous beyond
example. Philips doubles his
capital every week.”
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22. Photograph of the South Front
of The Park, 20C. The Georgian
architecture depicted in Hester
Philips’ drawing of 1819 had
been modified later in the 19C
by the insertion of plate glass
windows and the creation of a bay
window to the dining room. The
small enclosed garden had been
replaced by a lawn coming right
up to the steps of the ground floor
rooms, as the formal gardens to
the North were extended.

23. Photograph of the Conservatory, The
Park, early 20C. The Conservatory was built
mid 19C and was noted for its camellias,
which were grown against metal trelliswork
around the walls. At the centre was a stone
fountain basin set into a moss-lined apse.
Water cascaded into the basin from a bronze
jet adorned with dancing figures. It is said
that Mark Philips bought the fountain basin
in Florence.

24. Portrait of Mrs. Anna Maria Philips and her
daughter, Caroline, 1849 (NTW). The elegantly
dressed first wife of R.N. Philips and her pretty
daughter are portrayed in an interior with a draped
wall, to the side of which can be seen the fountain
basin in an outdoor setting. Mrs. Philips died in
childbirth in 1850.
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25. Photograph of Park Lane Schools,
Whitefield. R.N. Philips married Anna
Maria Yates of West Dingle, Liverpool, in
1845. She was shocked by the conditions of
the inhabitants of Park Lane and persuaded
her husband to build a school, which opened
in January, 1848, with an initial intake of 56
pupils. The school had its own brass band,
which regularly entertained guests at The
Park. The band also played at the laying of
the foundation stone of the new Agecroft
Bridge in 1862 by R.N. Philips, and on his
appointment as High Sheriff of Lancashire
in 1856. The school was non-denominational and non-political and served Park
Lane until closure in 1920, when Miss Philips presented this souvenir photograph.

26. Detail of Portrait of Robert Needham Philips, 1875 (BAGM).
R.N. Philips had been M.P. for Bury for ten years, in his second term
of office, when this portrait was painted by W.W. Ouless. Miss A.M.
Philips bequeathed the portrait of her father to Bury Art Gallery in
1946.

27. Portrait of Caroline and Margaret Philips (NTW). This painting
hangs at Wallington in Northumberland, the home of the Trevelyan family. Caroline Philips fell in love with George Otto Trevelyan
whilst he was helping her father with his 1865 election campaign.
They married in 1869 and in 1886 George inherited Wallington and
the title of 2nd Baronet of Wallington. Sir George and Lady Trevelyan’s youngest son, George Macaulay, was a noted social historian.
Margaret Philips married in 1878 Capt. Edwin Price, M.P. for Tewkesbury. Their older son, Morgan Philips Price, was the foreign correspondent for the Manchester Guardian and reported from Russia at
the start of the Revolution in 1917. His daughter was Tania Rose.
The younger son, William Robin Price, inherited The Park from Miss
A.M. Philips.
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28. Photograph of Mrs. R.N. Philips (BAGM). Mary Ellen Yates
married R.N. Philips in 1852 and their daughter, Anna Maria, was
born in 1857. The second Mrs. R.N. Philips was the cousin of his
first wife. The marriage was not a success for reasons that are unclear. R.N. Philips died in 1890 and his wife is mentioned only in
a codicil to his Will. Mrs. Philips died in 1897, with probate granted to her nephews, Sir Richard Musgrave and Edmund Tennyson
d’Eyncort. She made no provision in her Will for her daughter,
Anna Maria Philips, as she was entitled to the trust funds on the
settlement made at the time of her parents’ marriage.

29. Pastel drawing of Anna Maria Philips (BAGM). This
charming portrait, along with other family memorabilia, was
gifted to Bury Art Gallery in 1975 by Mrs. J. Davidson (née
Price), who was the great-niece of Miss Philips.

30. Photograph of Marble Statue of Anna Maria Philips.
Anna Maria was nine years old when the London sculptor, J.G. Lough, carved this statue in 1866. The statue
originally stood in the inner hall at The Park and was
transferred, after the demolition of the mansion, to the
Stand Unitarian Chapel. The Chapel Committee did not
want this gift so offered it to the Philips Park Joint Committee, which placed the statue in the Conservatory at
Philips Park.
Page 10

31. Photograph of a page of the Philips Testimonial, 1885
(BAGM). This finely bound and illuminated testimonial was
presented to R.N. Philips, M.P. by the Members of the Liberal Association & Liberal Electors of the Borough of Bury
to celebrate his 70th birthday. “We gratefully recognize the
fact that your mental energy is still unimpaired, your enthusiasm in support of the good old cause of LIBERALISM
unabated, and that your zeal for the welfare of the people,
and your desire for their progress towards the utmost possible freedom is in no wise relaxed.”

32. Photograph of Robert Needham Philips and
his daughter, Anna Maria (BAS). This photograph taken at The Park on the drive above Cobster Field some time before 1890 came from an
album of Prestwich views belonging to Leonard
Sumner of Butt Hill, Prestwich. The Butler, Harry Frankton, leads the invalid carriage drawn by
a donkey. The Georgian planting of the parkland
is seen in its maturity.

33. Photograph of The Park from the
Grass Walk, late 19C. This view South
encompasses the Conservatory, the holly
on the mound in the lawn, the carriage
circle in front of the mansion, the ward
blocks of the Annexe to the Prestwich
Asylum, the Reservoir Keeper’s House at
Prestwich Hills and the spire of St. Paul’s
Church, Kersal. The splendid beech trees
and the immaculately kept gardens form
the setting to the North front of The Park
mansion. The Italianate style of the North
front bore a strong resemblance to Charles
Barry’s Athenaeum on Princess Street of
1836-7. This first palazzo in Manchester,
on which many warehouses were modelled, epitomised the view of ‘merchant
princes’, like the Philips’, that Manchester was the Florence of the 19C.
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34. Obituary of Robert Needham Philips, The
Times, 1 March, 1890. R.N. Philips died at
Welcombe, Stratford-upon-Avon, the country
estate he inherited from his brother, Mark, in
1873, where had spent his retirement. In the
park at Welcombe is a tall stone obelisk, erected in 1876, to the memory of Mark Philips: “In
token of the deep esteem and warm affection
of his only brother Robert Needham Philips.”
The monument is also inscribed to the memory
of Robert Philips and to R.N. Philips: “He will
be remembered as a public spirited citizen a
strenuous politician and a warm hearted neighbour.”

35. Photograph of Miss Hayne, Head Housemaid at The Park
(BAGM). A gravestone at St. Mary’s Church, Prestwich, is inscribed: “This stone is placed here by Miss A.M. Philips of The
Park in memory of Elizabeth Hayne, who died at The Park on August 31st 1913, aged 87 years, having been for 68 years the most
faithful servant and friend of the family of Mr. R.N. Philips.” Buried with her is her sister, E. Smith, “a very faithful servant at The
Park for over 30 years.”

36. Photograph of Harry Frankton, Butler, at The Park, early 20C
(BAGM). Mr. Frankton joined the staff at The Park as footman in
1885 rising to the position of Butler, which he held at the time of
Miss Philips’ death in 1946. He recalled that, in the time of R.N.
Philips, the year followed a fixed pattern. The family moved to
Welcombe in October, with Mr. Philips decamping in January to
his London house at 47, Berkeley Square, for the Parliamentary
Session. The ladies of the family joined him in May and then took
a month’s holiday in July. The family returned to The Park in August.
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37. Photograph of Miss Wicksteed, Governess at
The Park, early 20C (BAGM). Miss Wicksteed
was Governess to Caroline and Margaret Philips
in the mid 19C. In later years, she became companion to R.N. Philips, and then, after his death in
1890, to Anna Maria Philips. Miss Philips rented
a house in Tunbridge Wells, where she spent the
winter months with Miss Wicksteed, returning to
The Park for the summer. Following Miss Wicksteed’s death in 1906, Miss Philips made The Park
her permanent home.

38. Photograph of Molyneux Brow Station,
early 20C (BAGM). The line from Manchester to Bury was created by the Lancashire &
Yorkshire Railway in 1846, crossing the River
Irwell at Whitefield on the Clifton Viaduct.
The station at Molyneux Brow was used by
visitors to The Park and then, in the late 19C,
by workers at the industrial complex at nearby
Clifton Junction. Shown in this photograph
are the station master, Mr. Ashworth, and Miss
Philips’ nephew, Morgan Philips Price.

39. Photograph of the Viaduct,
Philips Park Road, 1965. The viaduct was built in 1852 at a cost of
£8,000 to provide a more direct,
private coach road from Bury New
Road to The Park and Molyneux
Brow Station. The cost was shared
between R.N. Philips, the Earl of
Derby and the East Lancs. Railway. The parapet of the viaduct,
some 80 feet above ground, was
an attraction to daring young men,
who rode bicycles across it and
pushed friends in wheelbarrows.
By 1965, the viaduct had started
to collapse and was blown up in
spectacular fashion in November
that year.
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40. Photograph of the view from
Clifton Junction to Whitefield,
1930s. In the foreground is the
railway line from Manchester
to Bolton and beyond that the
kilns and chimneys of the Pilkington’s Tile and Pottery works.
The Clifton Viaduct, with its 13
arches, carries the Bury line to
Molyneux Brow Station. Below
the Brow are the Bolton Corporation sewage works at Rhodes
Farm. In the distance are the
woods and farmland around
Old Hall, Stand, with the tower
of All Saints Church prominent
on the horizon. The wooded
high ground of The Park estate
is seen to the right. Miss Philips was a regular visitor to the
annual sale held at Pilkington’s,
which had an international reputation for its lustre glazed pottery.
41. Photograph of watercolour
drawing by Richard Joyce,
1920s. Richard Joyce (18731931) was employed by Pilkington’s as a designer of studio
pottery. In his spare time he
sketched the scenery in the Irwell Valley around his home in
Prestwich. Here is a page from
his sketchbook showing the
view from above North Wood,
The Park, to the cottage on Molyneux Brow.

42. Postcard View of Mrs. Southern’s
Cottage, Prestwich, 1903. The rural setting to The Park estate included this picturesque cottage, originally an inn on the
packhorse route from Whitefield to Clifton. The cottage was run in later years by
Mrs. Ann Southern as a place of refreshment for visitors attracted to the woodland and meadows of the Irwell Valley
upstream of Agecroft Bridge.
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43. Postcard View of the River Irwell, Prestwich, 1900. Packhorses crossed the Irwell here
at Bradley Ford. The Manchester, Bury & Bolton
Canal was cut on the opposite bank and coal and
nightsoil were collected by local farmers and
brought across river to an inlet in the sandstone
rocks at Bradley Wharf.

44. Photograph of Mere Clough. The
Bradley Brook through Mere Clough
separated the Townships of Pilkington
and Prestwich. The southern boundary
of The Park estate followed the line of
the Pilkington Deer Park pale, created in
1291 in the form of a linear earthwork
with a wooden fence on top. The earthwork survives to this day. Mere Clough
was renowned amongst botanists in the
Victorian period for the variety and profusion of its flora.

45. Photograph of Anna Maria Philips (BAGM). Robert Needham Philips
left The Park estate to his youngest daughter including the mansion house
and “all its furniture, plate, plated goods, linen, china, glass, pictures,
drawings, prints, statues, bronzes, objects of vertu and ornament, books,
musical instruments, wines, stores and other household effects… all the
carriages and carriage and saddle horses, harness and stable equipments
and contents of conservatories and greenhouses.” Miss Philips was 49
when she came, in 1906, to live permanently at The Park.

46. Photograph of Park Lane School Treat, early 20C
(BAGM). Pictured is Headmaster, Mr. Swithinbank,
and Miss Philips’ nephew, Morgan Philips Price. It
was the custom for the schoolchildren, having been
welcomed by Miss Philips, to be taken by the Head
Gardener to the top of the Grass Walk and down the
zigzag paths to the South lawn. W.R. Price recalled:
“Here everyone went wild, distributing themselves
among various games and amusements. The girls
crowded the large boat-swings at the far end, and the
switchback in the middle of the lawn… and the boys
made their cricket pitches”.
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47. Photograph of the Conservatory, The Park,
early 20C. Guests of Miss Philips pose at the entrance to the Conservatory, with its flower-filled
urns, original sliding windows and glazed roof
with cast iron ribs. To the left of the Conservatory
is a brick chimney flue smothered with rambler
roses, all that remained of “the little red-brick
house where Mr. Siddall, the farming agent lived”
when Robert Philips purchased the estate.

48. Photograph of Cobster Meadow, The Park,
early 20C (BAGM). W.R. Price recalled: “Inside
the belt of woods are grass fields, all but the upper one undulating and often steeply sloping…
Cobster Field, my favourite name, was the large
rough field below the house. This name goes
back for over 200 years.”

49. Photograph of Entrance to Stable Yard, early
20C (BAGM). Dense planting of holly and rhododendron screened the Quadrangle from the
drive to the mansion, separated by an iron gate
and distinctive stone gate piers. The Park Lane
Scholars were treated every year to tea in the stable yard, where they each received a jam pasty,
and the girls, a handkerchief and the boys, a pair
of braces. In the early years of the Second World
War a Barrage Balloon crew was stationed at The
Park, lodging in the stables until their huts were
built. Miss Philips wrote “No joke to have to feed
ten hungry lads and their leader. They used to call
50. Photograph of Tablet in Stand Boys Grammar School,
me Granny, but I didn’t mind.”
1938 (BAGM). “This tablet is to place on record the faithful service, wise counsel and unfailing devotion to the life
of the School given by Anna M. Philips of The Park, Prestwich, during the thirty years (1907-1937) in which she represented the University of Manchester upon the governing
body of this School….” Miss Philips’ primary interest in
education for the children of the working classes began in
1878 when she became a Manager of Park Lane School. In
1903, she became a member of the first Lancashire County
Elementary Education Committee. She commissioned and
presented a Challenge Shield for good attendance in Prestwich and Whitefield schools (see image 89) and was instrumental in the building of a separate Girls Grammar School,
which opened in 1937.
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51. Photograph of The Park Wanderers Cricket
Team, 1930s (BAGM). On the back row, left,
is the Butler, Frankton, and on the right, second Head Gardener, Jackson. Miss Philips is on
the middle row, second left. In front of her is
Jacqueline Price, who, in 1975, presented this
album of photographs to Bury Art Gallery. W.R.
Price described the scene: “They were great
matches, enlivened especially by the waggish
antics of some footman, and by the hysterical
laughter at the ladies’ maid going out to bat in
high-heeled shoes. Our star player, much to be
competed for, was little Jackson… an excellent
and often very fast over-hand bowler.”

52. Postcard View of Stand Unitarian Chapel, Ringley Road. The
first chapel was built as a Presbyterian meeting house in 1693 on land
leased from the trustees of Henry
Siddall’s charity and was used as a
schoolroom until 1713, when a separate school was built in the chapel
yard. The chapel was rebuilt in 1818
and it was in this chapel that three
generations of the Philips of The
Park worshipped. The chapel was
gutted by an incendiary bomb during an air raid in December, 1940.
Miss Philips wrote of the incendiary bombs lighting up the area as
bright as day and guns firing hour
after hour and she began to “want
an hour’s sleep before tea to make
up for the noisy broken nights.”
Miss Philips was happy to preside
over the celebrations for the 250th
anniversary of Stand Chapel in
1943. In her Will she left £1,000 for
the maintenance and repair of Stand
Chapel. A new chapel, designed by
Young & Purves of Manchester in
the New England style, was opened
in June, 1955, on the original site.

53. Photograph of Anna Maria Philips, South Lawn, The Park, early 20C (BAGM). Miss Philips is shown
reading, seated on an ingenious portable bench on the lawn where, in 1925, she entertained the Lord Mayor of
Manchester in connection with her intention to convey The Park estate to Manchester for the “Recreation of
the Public”. The conveyance was revoked in 1944 as Miss Philips was afraid that, if she died during wartime
conditions, Manchester Corporation might refuse the gift.
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54. Photograph of the Long Border, The Park, early 20C
(BAGM). W.R. Price recalled: “Here was a wide herbaceous border under a lovely old brick wall covered with
climbing plants. The feature here and in two large round
beds opposite was a show of carpet-bedding which we always felt was a credit to the gardeners. The edge of the
border was lined always with the same plants, first a row
of Echeverias, then Ageratum, then a Viola and finally
Geranium. It was very bright in summer.” A newspaper
report titled “A Prestwich Beauty Spot” in the Manchester
Evening News, 22 July, 1929, describes “This charming
old English garden in Philips’ Park, Prestwich, though privately owned, is open to the public three days a week. Although the garden is almost surrounded by works, the skill
bestowed upon it gives it the natural freshness of gardens
that never see an industrial smut.”

55. Photograph of Lawn and Switchback, The Park, early 20C (BAGM). Mary Moorman observed that, after
1906, The Park became for Miss Philips the centre of association for social workers. “So the lawns were kept
mown and the flower garden charmingly bright, so that special parties of both young and old could enjoy them,
and the public as well at weekends.” Miss Philips’ work for hospitals, homes and many charitable organizations
gave the opportunity to use “her beautiful home as far as possible in the summer as a place for recreation and
pleasure-giving for those for whom she worked.” Tania Rose recalled: “Three sort of outdoor toys for children
there (on the South lawn). One was a gigantic switchback, they were all painted a very dark green which didn’t
show the dirt. It had a sort of trolley which was kept in a shed at the bottom of the switchback and you had to
run it up to the top and then-oh, it was such a joy!”
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56. Obituary of Miss A.M.
Philips, The Manchester
Guardian, 29 January, 1946.
Miss Philips passed peacefully away in her bedroom at The
Park on 26 January, 1946, in
her 89th year. The inscription
on her gravestone in the yard
at Stand Chapel reads: “Her
friendship and her freedom
from all selfish considerations
made her very dear to three
generations of her relations
and friends. She bent all her
powers to the good of others,
in which she found her chief
happiness.” In her Will of 25
January, 1944, Miss Philips
stated that “owing to the great
depreciation of my capital investments and the heavy burden of taxation I have been
reluctantly obliged to revise
my previous Will and the pecuniary legacies which it had
been my intention to leave to
both relatives and charities.”
She left The Park estate to
her nephew, W.R. Price, and
legacies of £500 each to her
gardener, Henry Jackson, her
Butler, Harry Frankton, and
her housemaid, Amy Waters,
along with six months’ wages
to all her indoor servants and
three months’ wages to all her
outdoor servants. Amongst
her charitable legacies was
the sum of £100 to the Manchester Northern Hospital for
Women and Children, “as I
have during my lifetime given considerable sums to it.”
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57. Advertisement for the Sale by Auction of the remaining contents of
The Park, April, 1946. The sale took place over three days and doubtless
included many items recognizable from the historic photographs of the
interior of the mansion. In his book Victorian Period Piece, published
in 1954, J. Stanley Leatherbarrow wrote of The Park: “Such was the
domestic Victorian period piece which so strangely had survived, and
some of us were able to see, as we drew near the middle of the twentieth
century. All of a piece it was, for when Robert Philips built the house he
had it furnished throughout by Waring and Gillow of Lancaster, and so
the whole outfit presented a unity of period until the very end… 1800
solid mahogany throughout… (Could it have been true that that solemn
and impressive dining-room sideboard ‘went for £6?’)”.
58. Photograph of the North front of The Park,
by Mr. T. Edgar, 1950. W.R. Price sold the mansion and 131 acre estate to Whitefield Council for
£7,250. It was then decided to form a joint committee with Prestwich Council to manage the estate and apportion expenses. A report in October,
1949, found that the lead roof of the mansion was
leaking in several places in the West block and that
broken sash cords and rotten cills made it difficult
to keep windows closed. The joint committee advertised the mansion to let. Manchester Welfare
Services Dept. were interested in adapting it to an
old peoples’ home at a rent of £250 per annum,
but eventually withdrew on grounds of cost. Various other attempts were made to let the mansion
at local and national level. In the end, the joint
committee decided to have the mansion demolished. It was sold to Messrs. Walter & Co. Ltd.
of Oldham for £3750 and in March, 1950, the demolition contractor sought permission to hold an
auction of the fixtures and fittings of the mansion.
Demolition progressed but slowly and by November, 1950, a three month extension was granted to
the period of demolition. Work was delayed by
climatic conditions and difficulties in finding suitable labour and this was again the reason for demolition continuing up to Whitsuntide, 1951! The
site was finally covered over with 80 tons of soil
by the end of 1952. As J.S. Leatherbarrow noted:
“Shades of the commercial aristocracy brooded
over its dissolution soon after Hitler’s war had
come to an end.”
59. Photograph of the Conservatory, Philips Park, by Miss M. Newbold, 1959. The Prestwich & Whitefield
Joint Committee had the Conservatory repaired and painted in 1949. The herbaceous border had been thinned
out and replanted in January that year, the Foreman Gardener being Mr. F.B. Trill. The climbing roses had been
pruned and re-tied against the screen wall behind the herbaceous border. It was reported that, in June, 1954,
the large herbaceous border had been divided for a new path to form an entrance to the café in the Quadrangle.
Miss Newbold’s photograph captured the vivid late summer colour of the formal gardens that would have been
familiar to Miss Philips. Renewal of the plants in the herbaceous border took place in 1961, when plants up to
50 years of age were removed.
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60. Photograph of The Grass Walk, Philips Park, 1968.
The linear beds to each side of the Grass Walk are
shown planted out with bright annuals against an evergreen background. In the foreground is one of a pair of
marble basins on stone pedestals at the foot of the Grass
Walk. The renowned collection of rhododendrons and
azaleas, which thrived in the damp climate and sandy
soil, despite the smoke of Manchester, was replanted
in 1959 with specimens from the estate of Edmund de
Rothschild at Exbury, Southampton.

61. Photograph of the Thatched Cottage, Philips Park, by Mr. T. Edgar, 1950. This charming Regency cottage
ornee was the original North entrance lodge to The Park and consisted of two bedrooms, a combined parlour
and kitchen and a wash house. A Mr. Williams lived there rent free in 1948. In 1949, the thatched roof was in
a state of disrepair, the brickwork of the ground floor walls had perished causing dampness. However, it was
decided to try and have the cottage preserved as an ancient and historical building.

62. Photograph of the Drive,
Philips Park, 1966 (PWG). Of
interest in showing the burnt
out shell of the Thatched
Cottage, following an arson
attack. The trees forming an
avenue to either side of the
drive are marked for felling
in advance of construction of
the M62. The writer recalls
the absolute quietness of the
parkland on the approach
from the Philips Park Road
Viaduct through mid-wood
to the Thatched Cottage.
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63. Photograph of construction of the M62, Philips Park,
July, 1969. Massive earth works were taking place in the
park, with most of North Wood swept away and steep embankments created for the motorway corridor. The line of
trees on Philips Park Road can be seen in the distance.

64. Photograph of View from Philips Park
to Molyneux Brow, 1972. The writer took
this photograph shortly before the M62 was
opened to traffic. At the time he was not
aware of Richard Joyce’s earlier depiction of
this view!

65. Photograph of the Gardens, Philips
Park, May, 1974. The horticultural skills of
Parks Superintendent, F.B. Trill, are evident
in this view taken from above the lily pond
looking to the top of the Grass Walk. The
atmospheric pollution that ravaged much
of the park during World War II had abated:
“Atmospheric pollution is so severe that
no one species of tree is immune… Oak,
Beech, Ash and some Horse Chestnuts in
the Garden have been killed outright. Even
common ivy appeared to be damaged by
this pollution which emanates from nearby
factories just to the west of the park.” (Joint
Committee Minutes Book, May, 1948).
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66. Photograph of the View
from Philips Park to Agecroft,
August, 1977. The iron gates at
the former private entrance to
The Park mansion have more
recently been stolen for scrap
value. Two majestic beech trees
can be seen to the left of the
lamp post. They stood at either
end of an enigmatic landscape
feature, a long grass mound. The
chimney of the Annexe to Prestwich Hospital can be seen, with
the cooling towers of Agecroft
Power Station in the distance.
Steel towers were erected by
the Central Electricity Board to
carry transmission wires from
Agecroft to Chadderton in 1932.
Miss Philips was compensated
for damage to planted areas and
fencing on her land.
67. Photograph of the South
Lodge, Philips Park, by Mr. B.
Proctor, 1970. South Lodge,
along with all the other surviving structures of The Park estate,
had been Listed Grade II in 1966.
It was then occupied by the lady
who ran the café in the Quadrangle. The Lodge had neither
gas, electricity, nor running water, and was still lit by oil lamps.
The property was demolished
in 1974, having been declared a
dangerous structure after it had
stood empty and vandalised for
a number of years.

68. Photograph of View Looking East across Cobster Field, Philips Park, 1970s. Vast quantities of
spoil from the construction of the M62 had been
tipped onto the undulating landscape and levelled
to form rugby pitches. The resulting slope into
Mere Clough was planted with trees, later augmented by the creation of an arboretum of willows by Greater Manchester Council (G.M.C.)
on the flat boggy ground where the rugby pitches
had stood. In the foreground the grass mound is
still visible, with one of the specimen beech trees
to the side of a thicket of broom.
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69. Photograph of Waterdale Dyeworks, 1971. Bleaching and dyeing
had begun on this site in 1783, when
the Bunkers Hill works opened. The
works were expanded during the 19C
and, in 1903, were acquired by the
Waterdale Dyeing and Finishing Co.
Ltd., which redeveloped the site to
provide modern conditions for 300
employees. The firm closed in 1955
and the site was bought by Lloyds
Packing Warehouses Ltd. In 1972,
G.M.C. decided that the whole area
should be cleared and landscaped
as part of the Croal/Irwell Valley
scheme. The heavily industrialized
landscape has changed radically since
the writer took this photograph, with
the closure of the Prestwich Sewage
Works and the demolition of Agecroft
Power Station. The surviving mill
pond at Dams Head, which supplied
water to the dyeworks via the Mere
Clough stream, is the only reminder
of the encroachment of industry so
near to Philips Park.

70. Photograph of the Conservatory, Philips Park, May, 1980. The
statues of Caroline and Margaret Philips and of Anna Maria Philips
had been placed in the Conservatory in 1954, having been cleaned
following removal from Stand Chapel where they were in danger
of damage from building operations.

71. Photograph of the Conservatory,
Philips Park, July, 1984. This view
shows the lush planting of the Conservatory, with the four cast iron columns supporting the roof and framing
the statue of Anna Philips. Plants were
originally displayed on staging, but this
was replaced in 1953 by an ornamental
rockery bed to either side of the central
walkway with potted plants plunged
into the soil. The writer remembers the
scent inside the Conservatory in winter, when the mimosa was in bloom
and camellias were flowering against
the back walls.
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72. Photograph of the Garden
Temple, Philips Park, November,
1971. The Garden Temple was
sited at the highest point of The
Park estate at the top of the Grass
Walk. It housed a marble statue of
the muse, Erato, which had been
carved in Rome, in 1856, by Isaac
Jackson of Liverpool.

73. Photograph of Vandalized Statue of Erato,
Philips Park, April, 1991. The remains of the
decapitated statue lie next to one of the marble
basins from the foot of the Grass Walk.

74. Photograph of the Conservatory, Philips Park, June, 1990. The
architectural stone-work of the
Grade II Listed Conservatory was
reconstructed at a cost of £140,000
in 1990. Unfortunately, the ‘wrong
kind’ of roof was installed and inappropriate lighting introduced. The
writer recalls arguing for the retention of the cast iron columns and
floor grilles as important features of
the Listed building. The Conservatory has yet to be put to use!
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75. Photograph of the back of the
Quadrangle, November, 1971.
The small green house was all
that remained of extensive cold
frames and two large glass houses that stood in front of a tall
brick wall, under which were
stove pits to heat the vineries. In
the gable end of the back range
of the quadrangle is a brickedup, pointed arch, similar to features of the Drinkwater Park
Farm buildings. Irwell House
and its park had been designed
in 1794 for Peter Drinkwater by
Charles McNiven of Manchester. The Quadrangle, then a Listed building, was converted to a
restaurant/nightclub and opened
as ‘Philips Park Hall’ in 1975.

76. Photograph of Forcing Tunnel, Philips Park, April, 1995.
This row of three brick-faced chambers (shown on the pre1833 plan) was exposed during ground work for the Philips
Park Management Plan of 1995.

77. Photograph of Rear Wall of Vineries, Philips Park, April, 1995. There was a public outcry
about much of the work undertaken at this time,
in one particular case about the clear-felling of
the holly trees on the bank above the vineries
site.
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78. Photograph of a Vista, Philips Park,
March, 1995. This hideous view of the
Magnesium Elektron Works at Clifton was
the direct result of a ham-fisted attempt at
creating a vista! The Exbury rhododendrons had put on nearly 40 years growth
and screened out the worst of the industrial
environment to the West of the park prior
to being reduced to stumps.

79. Photograph of a Vista, Philips
Park, March, 1995. The vista created by wholesale felling of the
rhododendron revealed the car park
on the site of The Park mansion and
the new roof of the Conservatory.
Philips Park, then the only Listed
park in Bury, was removed from the
English Heritage Register of Parks
and Gardens of Special Historical
Interest in 2000.

80. Photograph of the Garden Temple Statue and Statue of
Caroline and Margaret Philips, The Barn, Philips Park, September, 2004. These statues were transferred to Bury Art Gallery and fully restored before being displayed in the entrance
hall of the Art Gallery. In 2004, they were moved out of Bury
Art Gallery as part of a reorganization of displays and placed
in the Barn Countryside Centre. No attempt has been made to
protect or conserve these valuable artifacts since they were
put into storage at The Barn.
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81. Photograph of Statue of Anna Maria Philips, The Barn, Philips Park,
September, 2004. The statue of Miss Philips has had an equally chequered
existence since it was stolen from the Conservatory in 1994. Bury Council
offered a £1,000 reward for the return of the statue, then valued at £10,000.
Damage caused by the statue being wrenched from its plinth was estimated
to cost £2,000 in repairs. The statue was fully restored, displayed at Bury
Art Gallery and, in 2004, moved to The Barn. The statue was again broken
off from its plinth during removal and now lies ignominiously on the floor
of the Barn.

82. Photograph of Archaeological Excavation, Philips Park,
August, 2008. Bury Council engaged Archaeology Oxford
North to excavate the site of The Park mansion as part of the
Council’s bid for Heritage Lottery funding for the restoration
of Philips Park. The Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit
oversaw the project, which consisted of eight mechanically
dug trenches to establish the extent of the mansion. This photograph shows a trench dug from South to North across the
body of the house.

83. Photograph of an Excavated Cellar, Philips Park, August, 2008. The depth and extent of the cellar network with
its flagged floors and brick vaulted passageways running the
entire length of the mansion and its West and East wings expressed the hidden world of the house ‘below stairs.’
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84. Photograph of Excavated Stonework,
Philips Park, August, 2008. The demolition
contractors certainly carried out a thorough
job in smashing the mansion to bits and backfilling the cellars. Amongst the rubble were
substantial pieces of architectural stonework,
including these keystones from the windows
to the side of the North entrance door. Other
evocative finds included a plaster Ionic capital, glazed hearth tiles by Pilkington’s, a gas
bracket, a wall sconce, a bell push, a fire basket with urn finials and part of a Victorian
lavatory. The whereabouts of the two marble
figures from the inner hall of The Park remains
unknown!

85. Photograph of Philips Park,
May, 2009. This view from
near the top of the Grass Walk
shows the park in its present
day green setting. The cooling
towers of Agecroft Power Station have been replaced by the
low wings of the Forest Bank
Prison and the Agecroft Colliery by a large Business Park.
Beyond, are the tower blocks
of central Salford.

86. Photograph looking across
the Grass Walk, Philips Park,
May, 2008. The pine tree at the
top of the Grass Walk is the
sole survivor of a number of
pines planted in Miss Philips’
time as part of the Italianate
feel of the gardens. The paths
winding through the rhododendrons form a circuit across
the principal axial feature of
the landscape.
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87. Postcard view of The Drive, The Park, early 20C. The
gravelled carriage drive, with its edge of white granite
setts, is shown lined with specimen trees above hedges
of rhododendron. The stone retaining wall is followed
by iron railings defining the top of the slopes down into
Cobster Field.

88. Photograph of The Drive,
Philips Park, April, 2009. A
scheme, funded by the Pilsworth
Environmental Company, to
restore the parkland landscape
of Cobster Field has involved
extensive felling of trees and
scrub. As a result, an astonishing
panorama of Prestwich in its forest, the cityscapes of Manchester and Salford and the distant
Pennines has been revealed. It is
planned to replant Cobster Field
with specimens of beech, which
should do much to soften and
frame the recent stark intervention.
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89. Photograph of Arts and Crafts style, repoussé copper shield (BAGM). This shield was found by the writer
on derelict land at Bowlee Common Farm near Simister, Prestwich.
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90. Photograph of the View to Agecroft from the Top of the Grass Walk, Philips Park, 1966.
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